
D O N  H A W K I N S  

(I Kings 1-2) 

. . 

older believers that allowed Christianity to continue across centuries. Many 
-. 

~hr i s t i ans  owe their mature faith to t h e  mentoring of mature Christians w h o  - 

-. . . .  
helped them grow spiritually. 

c - 

Perhaps the best outline for disciple- STEP 2: EVANGELISM 
was given the Master in For the first-century followers of Christ, 

John 17. In this chapter, Jesus gives a faith Him became the cornerstone on 
. . 
- -, 

framework for the process of discipleship which all life ministry were based, . ~ ,  
that can be broken down into six steps. John 17 reveals the source of the faith that 

-. 
- ~ 

- .:. 
STEP I: EXAMPLE Peter and others came to express. Jesus - .  

said, "For I have given to them [the apos- 
Jesus said, "I have manifested Your name tles, the words which You have given Me; 

.. - . ~. 
to the men whom 

'lave given Me Out and they have received them, and have 
. . 

of the world" (John 175). In His work with known surely that I came from You; 
the disciples, Jesus displayed God's nature, and they have believed You sellt Me., 

- 
character, and person. For example, Mala- (John 17:8). 
chi 3:6 presents God as unchanging, "For the proclamation of the mes- - - 

~ -~ 

am the do change"' Jesus 'Iso sage of Jesus and the salvation He offered 
demonstrated a consistency in word and became the focal point of the ministry of 

. - 
~ - 

action that went far beyond what any hu- these early Christians. Wherever they 
man being has ever shown. Furthermore, went, they the gospel of Jesus 
God is all-knowing, omniscient. Job de- Christ. 
scribed Him as having perfect knowledge Sllcll sharing is the key way for the . ~. - 
(Job 37:16), and Isaiah affirmed that the . - 

message of salvation to spread. People - 

God needs no teacher (Is. must first accept salvation before they can 5- - 
grow in the faith. Evangelism was an inte- 

Paul also followed this pattern. While News of Christ. 
he was not perfect as was Jesus, he earnest- 
ly lived to serve God and urged Corinthian 

STEP 3: INTERCESSION believers toimitate him [l Cor. 4:16). Every 
successful mentor must begin at the same In John 17:9 Jesus declared, -1 pray for 
place: providing an example for those be- them." Later in this chapter, He added, "I I - 

do not pray for these alone, but also for 

- 



red 
$=A 

those who will believe in Me through their proximately ten percent of what Jesus 
word" (John 17:20). Jesus made it very shared with His disciples was right from 
clear that His ministry was, and continues the Old Testament. 

I to he, one of intercession for His followers When it comes to discipling, there is 
(Rom. 8:34). no substitute for the Bible. It is the Word 

Jesus also prayed specifically. He that brings change and growth to people's 
prayed for His followers to be unified, lives. In its most basic form, discipleship 
protected, and sanctified (John 17:11, 15, involves a relationship in which the Scrip- 
17). Every aspect of a believer's life-emo- ture is infused into a life to produce 
tional, physical and spiritaal-is covered Christlike character. Every successful men- 
in this ilitercessory prayer. tor continues to study God's Word to he 

Every successful mentor must be com- able to teach others. 
mitted to prayer-and particularly to inter- 
cessorv oraver. STEP 6: EXTENSION 
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STEP 4: ENCOURAGEMENT 

In John 17: 18, Jesus declared, "I also have 
sent them into the world." Jesus intended 

Working through "the lust of the flesh, for His disciples to extend themselves by 
the lust~of the eyes, and the pride of life" making other disciples. The goal of the 
(1John 2:1G), Satan seeks to trip us up mentoring process is to develop mature 
daily. As our Greal Shepherd, Jesus has believers who then can mentorothers. Paul 
committed Himself to protecting and en- wrote to Timothy, "'The things that you 
couraging us. In John 17:12, He said to the have heard from me among many wit- 
Father, "I kept them in Your name." nesses, commit these to faithful men who 

While mentors cannot provide thepro- will he able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 
tection of an omnipresent Savior, part of 2:2). Every successful mentor has students 
their "keeninz ministrv" involves the role who become mentors for others. 

L " 
of encourager. Encouragement is one of the 
most essential ingredients for successful 

FINAL REVIEW 

discipling. Like shepherds, mentors are Jesus intended for every believer to be 
called alongside the sheep to help them. plugged into a vital, growing relationship 

Verbal encowagement is key, but men- with the Savior-being discipled and even- 
tors can also encourage in other ways- tually reaching out to mentor others in the 
such as taking time, sharing a meal, faith. By following the steps of John 17, all 
providing help, or even sharing a hug. believers can successfully mentor others. 
Every successful mentor communicates 
that he or she will care for and stand by 

FURTHER MEDITATION: 

those who need h e l ~ .  Other oassa~es to study about the issue of 

STEP 5: EDIFICATION 

- 
mentoring include: 

As He prepared to return to His Father in * Numbers 10:29-32 
heaven, Jesus explained that He was pro- *Matthew 10:24 
viding a resource for the edification of His z- Mark 1:lG-18 
followers: "I have given to them the words z- 1 Corinthians 4:lS-17 
which You have given Me" (John 173). * Titus 2:2-8 
Jesus communicated Scripture to His dis- z- Philemon 8-16 
ciples during His teaching ministry. Ap- 

To Learn More: Turn to the key passage note on mentoring at 2 Timothy 2:2 on page 1606. See also 
the personality profile of Elijah and Elisha on page 465. 
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that he  Syria. IbAlso you shall anoint Jehu the son of will kill; and whoever escapes the sword of 
Nimshi as king over Israel. And Elisha the son Jehu, Elisha will kill. 'Vet I have reserved ent out 

e. Sud- of Shaphat of Ahel Meholah you shall anoint seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees 

"What as prophet in your place. "It shall be tl~at have not bowed to Baal, arid every mouth that 
whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu has not kissed him." 

ious for 

A Still Small Voice ( 1  9: 12) Elijah had just gained a great spiritual victory for 

':urn on depressed. so God lovingly reached out to His servant. God had miraculously 
ns;  and delivered fire from heaven: now God could speak in "a still small voice." God had worked 
ng over national revival; He was also at work in individual lives, like Elijah's. God may perform great 

miracles: more often, however, He is quietly at work in the souls of His people. 
Topic: Knowing God - 

- - -. ~- ~p-~ A , ~  

ELlJAH AND ELISHA. 
A TOUGH ACT TO FOLLOW 

(1 KINGS 10:19) 
The mantle (or cloak) that Elijah tossed over Elisha's shoulders carried heavy 

responsibility. Elijah had served God faithfully for many years as a prophet with an unpopular 
message. He had served God and the nation well, but in order for such service to continue, 
he needed to train a successor. God provided one in Elisha. 

God told Elijah to anoint Elisha "as prophet In your place" ( I  Kin. 19: 16). Elijah lost no 
time finding Elisha, throwing his mantle on him, and then taking him along as prophet-in- 
training. Leaving home. Elisha literally burned his bridges behind h i~ l augh te r i ng  his 
twelve yoke of oxen and burning his farming equipment. Elisha took up the mantle and didn't I look back. He followed Elijah and learned from him, realizing that he would one day replace 

k?d the great prophet. Elijah became a faithful teacher and beloved mentor; Elisha became a 
willing and capable student. ! The day of reckoning finally came. Even though Elisha had been well-trained, he did not 
loak forward to losing his master and mentor. Elisha knew something big was about to 

i happen, so he refused to leave his mentor's side. In fact, it seems that everyone knew that 
Elijah would soon betaken away, even the prophets at Jericho (2 Kin. 25). Before he was to 

F- go to heaven, Elijah asked what last act he could do for Elisha. The student wisely answered, 

pat "Please let a double portion of your spirit be upon me" (2 Kin. 29). Elisha did not want more 

bed fame or more miracle-working power; he merely wanted to be able to serve well and to 
follow faithfully in his mentor's footsteps. 

The mentoring relationship is not just for replacements--it also appliesto all believers 

I who share and teach the faith. New believers need to be trained in the basics of G d s  Word 

ls! 
and in how to live for Him. Older and wiser believers can help them by taking seriously the 
role of mentor Younger believers should find someone who can train them in the faith. 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about mentoring on pages 430.43 I. See also the key 
pasrage note at 2 Timothy 22  on page 1606. 

- 
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ELIJAH ASCENDS TO HEAVEN from you, i t  shall he so for you; but if not, it 
And i t  came to pass, ivlren the LORD was shall not be so." "Then it happened, as they 
about to take up Elijali into heaven by a continued on and talked, that suddenly a 

from your soul lives. I will not leave you!', So they father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its 
e t y  men." went down to Bethel. horsemen!" So lie saw him no more. And he 
ix heaven 3 N o ~  the sons of the prophets who mere at took hold of his own clothes and tore them 

Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, into two pieces. "He also took up the mantle 
fiifty with "Do you know that the Lono will take away of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went 
in of fifty your ruaster from over you today?" back and stood hy the hank of the Jordan. 
knees be- And he said, "Yes, I know; keep silent!" '*Then lie took the mantle of Eliiall that had 

cd  said to Then  Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here, faileli from him, and struck the water, and said, 
fr and the please, for (he 1,oRn has sent me on to Jericho." "Where is the LORD God of Elijah?" And when 
E precious But lie said, "As the Lonn lives, and as your lie also had struck the water, it was divided 
me down soul lives, I will not leave you!'' So they came this way and that; and Elisha crossed over. 
t Iwo cap- to Jericho. ISNow when the sons of the prophets who 
kt my life s N o ~  the sons of the prophets who were at were from Jericho saw him, they said, "The 

Jericho came to Elisha and said to him, "Do spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha." And they came 
:o Elijah, you know thar the LOKD will take away your to meet him, and bowed to the ground before 

L of him.'' niaster from over you today?" him. "Then they said to him, 'Look now. 
Ex to tlie So he answered, "Yes, I know; kccp silpnt!" there are fifty strong men with your servants. 
i says the 'Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here, please, Please let them go and search for your master, 
mgers to for the LORD lias sent me on to the Jordan." lest perhaps the Spirit of the LORD has taken 
Cali, is it But he said, ''As the Lono lives, and as your him up and cast him upon some mountain or 
Llquire of soul lives, I will nor leave you!" So the two of into some valley." 
n e  down them went on. 'And fifty men of the sons of And he said, "You shall not send anyone." 
f up, but the prophets went and stood facing then1 at a "But when they urged him till he was 

distance, while the two of them stood bv the ashamed, he said, "Send them!" Therefore 
? word of Jordan. Wow Elijah took his mantle, rolled it they sent fifty men, and they searched for 
zause he up, and suuck the water; and it was divided three days but did not find him. IRAnd when 
p in his this way and Lliat, so that the two of them they came back to him, lor he had stayed in 
I rhe son crossed over on dry ground. Jericho, lie said to them, "Did i not say to you, 

'And so it was, when they had crossed over, 'Do not go'?" 
15 wl~icli that Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask! What may 1 do 
C i  of the for you. before I am taken away from you?" ELISHA PERFORMS MIRACLES 

Elisha said, "Piease let a double portion of "Then the men of the city said ro Elislia, 
- your spirit be upon me." "Please notice, the situation of this city is 
' 5  son of I0So he said, "You have asked a hard thing. pleasant, as my lord sees: but the water is 

Newertt~eless, if  you see Ille wlten 1 a m  taken bad, and the ground barren." 

Sell Out (2:6) The relationship between Elijah, the elder prophet, and Elisha, 
the prophet-in-training, exemplifies the influence of a strong mentor. When Elijah 
asked Elisha. "What may I do for you, before I am taken away from you!" (2:9), 
Elisha knew what he wanted. He had seen what God had done through Elijah, 

and Elisha wanted God to use him even more. A life lived for God will inspire others to be 
is sold out for God as well, Invest in someone else what God h~ entrusted to you. 

Topic: Mentoring - 
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JOSIAH REIGNS IN JUDAH of the moiiey delivered into their hand, be- 

22 Josiah was eight years old when he cause tlie), deal Iaitlifully." 
became king, and he reigned thirfy- 'Then Hilkiah the liigli priest said to Sha- 

one years in Jerusalem. His mother's name phan the scribe, "I have found the Hook ol the 
was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Boz Law in the house of the LoRn." And Hilkiah 
kath. *And he did what was right in the sight gave the hook to Shaphan, and he read it. 
of the LORD, and walked in all the ways of his Shaphan the scribe went to the king, hringiog 
father David; he did not turn aside to the sight the king word, saying, "Your servants have 
hand or to the left. gathered tlle money that was foulid in the 

house, and have delivered it into the hand of 

HILKIAH FINDS THE BOOK OF THE LAW 
3Now it came to pass, in the eigllteenth year 

of King Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan the 
scribe, tlie son of Azaliah, the son of Mcshul- 
lam, to the house of the LORO, saying: '"Go up 
to Hilkiah tlie high priest, that he may count 
the money which has been brought into the 
liouse oi the LORD, which the doorkeepers 
have gathered from the people. let them 
deli~rer it into the hand of those doing the 
work, who are the overseers in the house 01 
the LORD; let them give i t  to those who are in 
the house of the Lo~iu doing tlie work, to re- 
oair the damages of the house-%a carnenters 

those who do the work, who oversee the house 
oi the LORD." 'OTIien Shaphan the scribe 
showed the king, saying, "Hilkiah the priest 
has given me a book." And Sliaphan read it 
before the king. 

"Now it happened, when the king heard the 
words of the Book of the Law, that he tore his 
clothes. "Then the king commanded Hilkiah 
the priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Ach- 
hor" tlie son ol Michaiah, Shaphan the scribe, 
and Asaiah a servant of the king, saying, 
'3"Go, inquire of the LORD for me, for the peo- 
ple and for all Judah, concerning the words of 
this hook that has been found; for great is tile 

" 
and builders and mesons-and to buy timber 
and hewn stune to repair the house. 'However 22:12 a*bdon the son of ~ ; ~ ~ h  in 2 chronicles 
there need be no accounting made with them 34:20 

Just One Child ( 2 2 : l .  2) After the evil reigns of Manasseh and Amon, Josiah 
became king. Josiah saw the evil legacy left by his grandfather and father, and 
apparently wanted to rule differently. Somehow Josiah learned about God and 
chose to serve Him. Perhaps he had learned about God from the  godly people in 

the land. Maybe it was his mother,Jedidah, mentioned here. Someone told this young boy 
the truth about God, and during his years as king he turned the nation around. We never 
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.. 
David, was raised from the dead according to APPROVED AND DISAPPROVED WORKERS x... L - ~  ~- -. 

my gospel, "or which T suffer trouble as an "Remind them of these things, charging them sels ei 1 
evildoer, even to the point of chains: but the before the Lord not to strive about words to no cia>-. r~ 
word of God is not chained. "Therefore I en- profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15Be diligent to zTha.=:-, 

dure all things for the sake of the elect, that present yourself approved to God, a worker who the la::<- 
they also may obtain the salvation which is in does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing fied r-.r 
Christ Jesus with eternal glory. the word of truth. '"ut shun prolane a r ~ d  idle ever. . I . : 

"This is a faithful saying: babblings, for they wi l l  increase to more un- but ?:::I 

godliness. "And their message wil l  spread like with ::: ?3 

k ?..- :T ...* cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this . died with Him, 
, .. . son, 18who have strayed concerning the truth, 

live with Him.  
saying that the resurrection is already past; and 

11 we ennure, 
they overthrow the faith of some. lyNeverthe- 

reign with Hiill. 
less the solid foundation of God stands, having 
this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," 

so wi l l  deny us. 
and, "Let everyone who names the name of 

It we are faithless, 
Christa depart from iniquity." 

,mains faithful; 
He cannot deny Himself. 2:19 aNU-Text and M-Text read the  lord^ 

PASS IT ON 
( 2 2 )  

God worked through the many teachers in the early church, protecting His 
message so that it did not get changed or garbled as it was passed from person 

to person, from one generation to the next. The early believers had no written New 
Testament. but they depended on the spoken gospel message as it was taught to them by 
others. The process is called mentoring, or discipllng, and through it God's message is aught 
to people who in turn will teach others. 

Although Paul was nearing the end of his earthly life, his ministry would continue 
because he had mentored Timothy. Eventually Timothy would die too, so he would need to  
commit the message "to faithful men who will be able to teach others also." In that way, the 
message would move across the world and across the centuries. We are believers today 
because faithful people have been teaching others for hundreds of years. We must mentor 
others so the message continues. God has given us that responsibility. 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about mentoring on pages 430.43 1. See also the personal. 
ity profile of Elijah and Elisha on page 465. 

3W# ~~ E ~~~~ ~~- ~- L d  Truth Teaching (2:15) Paul warned Timothy that false teachers would attempt 
to distort the gospel message. The best weapon against false teaching Is the truth 
of God's Word-in the hands of diligent workers who have no need to be 
ashamed of it or their handling of it. Believers who are "rightly dividing the word 

of truth" know God's Word, understand its meaning, and teach it correctly. The truth of 
God's Word has not changed from Timothy's day to today. We ought to diligently study the 
Bible so that we can know and share its truths with others correctly. Topic: Tmth 

hean. ' 3  
puter. : ~ 3  

>'An6 ? i 

but be 5" 
humi!lr. I 

nor 4 
f0"- $ 
thw 4 
Topid 



N U M X S  10:l - 
their journeys; the11 the cloud settled down in TWO SILVER TRUMPETS -. ~-~.  . . . 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: the Wilderness of Paran. I3So they started out - .  ---- - - z .  .+i 
. . 

2"Make two silver trumpets for your- for the first time according to the command of .LS:.: 

self; you shall make them of hammered work; the LOKD by the hand of Moses. .esLe:: . 

you shall use them for calling the congregation I4The standard of the camp of the children - : z - ~  ... c. -= 

and for directing the movement of the camps, of Judah set out first according to their armies; i.?p s< 
3When they blow both of them, all the congre- over their army was Nahshon the son of Am- bn ;rf 
gation shall gather before you at the door of the milladab. lSOver the army of the tribe of the 
tabernacle of meeting. 4Bnt if they blow only children of Issachar was Nethanel the son of 
one, then the leaders, the heads of the divi- Zuar. I6And over the army of the tribe of the chi& d e p z  r -  
sions of Israel, shall gather to you. SWhen you dren of Zehlrlun was ELiab tlie son of Helon. 
sound the advance, the camps that lie on the I7Then the tabernacle was taken down; and muck 
east side shall then begin their journey. 6When the sons of Cershon and the sons of Merari set 'silder-. .. -. 
you sound the advance the second time, then out, carrying the tabernacle. s h i :  ?+. 
the camps that lie on the south side shall begin " ~ n d  the standard of the camp of Reuben he-*:- 
their journey; they shall sound the call for set out according to their armies; over their us, &a 5:  

them to begin their journeys. 7And when the army was Elizur the son of Shedeur I9Over the ::- . ~ -% <- ? 

assembly is to be gathered together, you shall arllly of the tribe of the children of Simeon  LOR^ 2: : 
blow, but not sound the advance. 8The sons of was Shelumiel the son of Zurislladdai. 2oAnd the cm---I 
Aaron, the priests, shall blow the trumpets; over the army of the tribe of the children of the 1O-s : 
and these shall be to you as an ordinance for- Gad was Eliasaph the son of Deuel. place i:r : 
ever throughout your generations. "Then the ICohathites set out, carrying the was a".-+ 

"When you go to war in your land against holy things. (The tabernacle x~ould be pre- from k+ I 
the enemy who oppresses you, then you shall pared for their arrival.) %so ;. .. _ - 
sound an alarm with the trumpets, and you 22And the standard of the camp of the chil- Moses .y 2 
will be remembered before the LORD your dren of Ephraim set out according to their ar- 
God, and you will be saved from your cne- mies; over their army was Elishama the son of "kc -.; 
mies. IoAlso in the day of your gladness, in Ammihud. 230ver the army of the tribe of the LEI ?I I 
your appointed feasts, and at the beginning of children of Manasseh was Gamaliel the son of All ;1 

your months, you shall blow the trumpets L'edahzur 24And over the army of the tribe of -. .- ~ 

over your burnt offerings and over the sacri- the children of Benjamin was Abidan the son 
fices of your peace oiierings: and they shall be of Gideoni. 3 6 ~ ~ d  ?.:=- .... . 
a memorial for you before your God: I am the 25Then the standard of the camp of the chil- 
LORD your God." dren of Dan (the rear guard of all the camps) -R~.,-- & - ~ ~  

set out according to their armies; over their % .I ,..= - : . 
DEPARTURE FROM SINAI army was Ahiezer the son 0l Arnmishaddai. 

"Now it came to pass on the twentieth day "Over the army of the tribe of the children of THE PEOPZ 
of the second month, in the second year, that Ashcr was Pagiel the son of Ocran. 27And over 
the cloud was taken up from above the taher- the army of the tribe of the children of Napli- 1 1 :z 
nacle of the Testimony. I2And the children of tali was Aliira the son of Enan. 
Israel set out from tlie Wilderness of Sinai on 2Thus  was the order of march of the cliil- 

Let Others Help (10:29-31) When Moses led the people of Israel through the 
wilderness, he utilized a combination of divine and human guidance. He followed 
the cloud of the Lord's presence (9: 15-23; 10:34), and he invited Hobab, who 
knew about surviving in the wilderness, to act as a guide (10:29-3 I ) .  Moses 

realized the value of human resources to help him accomplish a divinely appointed task. of man= 

In the same way today. God teaches us His truth through His Word, but He also uses 
significant others to help us apply that truth to our daily lives. As you serve God, make use 
of the resources He gives you. Topic: Mentoring 
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Herodians against Him, how they might d e  they went out ro lay hold of Him, for they said, My mo-F 
stroy Him. "He is out of His mind." around ? 

22And the scribes who came down from Je- and sac .  
A GREAT MULTITUDE FOLLOWS JESUS rusalem said, "He has Beelzebub," and, "By ers! "Fc: 

'But Jesus withdrew with His disciples to tlie ruler 01 the demons He casts out demons." brother ? 

the sea. And a great multitude from Galilee ''So He called them to Himself and said to 
followed Him, and lrorn Judea Jerusalem them in parables: "How can Satail cast out Sa- THE PA% 
and ldumea and beyond the Jordan: and those tan? 2"f a kingdom is divided against itself, 
from Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is 4 2; 
they heard how many things He was doing, divided against itself, that house cannot so that 3 
came to Him. ?So He told His disciples that a stand. '"'And i f  Satan has risen up against liim- and sar 2 
small boat should be kept ready for Him be- sell, and is divided, he cannot stand, but has and the r 
cause of the multirude, lest they should crush an end. 27No one call enter a strong man's was on ' 
Him. I0For He healed many, so that as many as house and plunder his goods, unless he first the sea. ' 
had afflictioris pressed about Him to touch binds the strong man. And then he will plun- them r, 
Him. "And the unclean spirits, whenever they der his house. parable:. 
saw Him, fell down before Him and cried out, them in I 
saying, "You are the Son of God." 'Qut He THE U N P A R D O N A B L E  SIN 3"~i<-. . .- 
sternly warned them that they should not 28"Assuredly, I say to you, all sins will be 'And i: 
make Him known. forgiven the sous of men, and whatever blas- seed fe!l 

phemies rhey may utter: '%ut he who blas- aira cant 
THE TWELVE APOSTLES pllemes against the Holy Spirit never has ground. 

"And He went up on the mountain and forgiveness, but is subject to eternal condem- and in13 
called to H i m  those Me Himself wanted. And nation"--3ubecause they said, "He has an un- no dep? 
they came to Him. "Then He appointed clean spirit." was scrr 
t ~ e l v e , ~  that they might be with Him and that witherei 
He might send tliem oot to preach, Isand to JESUS' MOTHER A N D  BROTHERS thorns; a 
have power to heal sicknesses and" to cast out SEND FOR HIM and it )?I 
demons: 16Simon,n to whom He gave the name ;'Then His brothers and His mother came, good g ~ 2  

Perer; "James the son of Zebedee and John tlie and standing outside they sent to Him, callil~g up, incre 
brother of James, to whom He gave the name Him. i2And a multitude was sitting around some 5% 
Boanerges, that is. "Sons of Thunder"; I8An- Him; and they said to Him, "Look, Your 'And F 
drew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, mother and Your brothersa are outside seek- hear, ler ; 

James the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon ing You." 
the Cananite: I9and Judas Iscariot, who also 33Rut He answered them, saying, "Who is THE Pum 
betrayed Him. And they went into a house. l0Bur 1 

Him n<:5 
A HOUSE DIVIDED CANNOT STAND 3:14 aNU-Text adds whom ile also named able. "A 

apostles. 3:15 aNU-Text omits to heal sicknesses ''Then the multitude came together again, 3:16 reads and He appointed the 
so that they could not so much as eat bread. t,ive: Simon %3z aNU-Text and M - T ~ X ~  add 
"But when His own people heard about illis, and Your sisters. things c3 

u 
L e c  into twelve disciples who would carry on His ministry after He was gone. Jesus 
Ar? mentored His followers, teaching them the truth and strengthening their faith. 

These men were not perfect, but because of their love for and faith in Jesus, they THE PAPJ 
went on to turn the world upside down. Likewise, new believers need training so that they 
can grow strong in their faith. As we share our faith and as people come to salvation, we "An? 

must be committed to mentoring them so that they can grow strong in the faith. stand 1-1 
Topic: Mentoring stand 211 



= denvin~ un~odliness and worldly lusts, we Spirit, "whom He poured out on us abundant- 

I 
. .. .. 

should live soberly, rigi~teously, and godly in ly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 'that hav- 
the presellt age, 'jlooking for the blessed hope ing been justified by His grace we should 

" 
us, thar He might redeem us from every law- 8This is a faithful saying, and these things I 
less deed and purify for Himself His own spe- want you to affirm constantly, that those who 
cia1 people, zealous for good works. have believed in God should be careful to 

I5Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke maintain good works. These things are good 
with all authority. Let no one despise you. and profitable to men. 

GRACES OF THE HEIRS OF GRACE AVOID DISSENSION 
to be subject to rulers and qBut avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, 
obey, to be ready for every contentions, and strivings about the law; for 

men. jFor we ourselves were also once fool- nition, "knowing that such a person is warped 
ish, disobedient, deceived, serving various and sinning, being self-condemned. 

~ ip~~~-~~-. - - ~ - -  ~ - -~ ---- .I 
Watched (2:7, 8) As the leader of the church in Crete. Titus was to be a 

could be examples to others. Christians are always being watche&~ounger believers are : 
learning about maturing in the faith by watching more mature believers. We ought to be 
positive examples to others in our words and in our actions. After all, we are Christ's .. 

L - 

n Indis~utable (3 9-1 11 In h~s warn~ne about false teachers. Paul told T~tus to 
1 the divisive people and to "avoid foolish disputer'' with them about issues 

that had nothing to do with salvation in Christ. Paul warned Titus against getting 
involved in quarrels over petty issues, and, when such debates arose, Titus was to 

I must be stopped. Differences of opinion and style are inevitable in the church and can be 
healthy, but severe conflict over petty issues should have no place in the fellowship. 


