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TRUSTING GOD'S WAYS must remain soft and pliable, willing to 

Regardless of the cause of infertility, the receive God's will in His way and time. 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 says, "He has made every- 

must treat each other with love, thing beautiful in its time, Also He has put 
avoiding shame and blame. Prayer is the 
greatest resource during these difficult eternity in their hearts, except that no one 

can find out the work that God does from 
times. Sometimes a "no" from God is a beginning to end." 
provision and protection that a couple re- Our God is a God of love, and His ways 
fuses to receive. We must not let our self- are unfathomable, worthy of our trust and 
worth be defined by our ability to have calling for our submission, This intimate 
children. We lose a sense of direction and love exchange will produce a rich harvest 
purpose when we hold our personal hap- 
piness hostage to our limited idea of what of peace and joy that will go deeper than 

our pain. We must pray that our hearts and 
it means to be fertile and to nurture new minds will be opened to His unique ways 
life. Yes, the inability to conceive a child is 
undeniably painful and requires us to jump of fulfilling our dreams. 

huge hurdles of faith in order to go on with 
r zLe a life that is not going as we hoped or FURTHER MEDITATION: 

planned. But, we can admit our pain while 
Other passages to study about the issue of 

still clinging to the promises of God for , 

abundant life. Though our capacity to pro- infertility include: 
t e  -a2 
r i r ~ i i -  duce life in one specific way may be al- Samuel -2:26 
-- :-<!- 
L 

tered, we can be very sure that our loving 
Proverbs 30:15, 16 

t+;:zie heavenly Father will fulfill those veryideas > 
1:5-80 

L- 7:. A and desires in some way in every human 
. . .:+: :d- being He has created. 

r:-z :3e Our Creator has given to the human 
mind the capacity to cultivate life in amaz- 
ing ways. Techniques of assisted reproduc- 

t ?=:6e ?on involving stimulation of ovulation or 
i~--? it facilitating the placement of the husband's 
! sperm to be proximate to his wife's egg for 

fertilization do not appear to be contrary 
:o God's Word. But a couple must under- 
stand the risks involved. There is always 
:he risk of conceiving a child with a con- 
genital defect. Pursuit of assisted reproduc- 
<on also can cause deep division in the 
narriage with feelings of inadequacy on 

t-:cc :he part of one or both partners. The pro- 
cess of using donor sperm from another t a d  
male or donor eggs from another woman 

L- -;a!-s should be discouraged, for it may result in 
;.-% 95 conception contrary to God's design, with 

5 e  biological parent being asked to give up 
-? sax- :!e rights to his or her own offspring. 
-. - 

C. ~ 2 6 -  While we pray earnestly, our spirits 

1 17  '3s 5 Learn More: Turn to the key passage note on infeeility at I Samuel 2:5 on page 345. See also the 
xrsonality profile of Hannah on page 345. 



-1 his 
I: '"As 
K. and 
E. 'No 
I?. but 

l a d e  
ke you 

l e  and 
: -her 
:. ro be 
r >-ou. 
-i aiter 
E:. all ,... -hes- 

'C. you 
e-cen- 
:::?ns. 
:an . - -p ,  

Z1.i at- 
. . .=I: he 

i" .-. 
- i n  a - -. 
: :'a. 
r?:i be 
EIera- 

3ght 
:i 101 

! :-our 
r :nev 

2 3 - - - - .- - - - G E N E S I C  8:15 

bear you a son, and you shall call his name yourselves under the tree, 5And I will bring a 
Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him morsel of bread, that you may refresh your 
for an evei-lasting covenant, and with his de- hearts. After that you may pass by, inasmuch 
scendants after him. IoAnd as for Ishmael, 1 as you have come to your servant." 
have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, They said, "Do as you have said." 
and will make him fruitful, and will multiply 6So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah 
him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve and said, "Quickly, make ready three mea- 
pri~lces, and I will make him a great nation. sures of fine meal; knead it and make cakes." 
"But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, 'And Abraham ran to the herd, took a tender 
whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set time and good calf, gave it to a young man, and he 
next year." "Then He f~nished talking with hastened to prepare it. he took butter and 
him, and God went up from Abraham. milk and the calf which he had prepared, and 

"So Abraham took Ishmael his son, ail who set ir before rhem; and he stood by them un- 
were born in his house and all who were der the tree as they ate. 
bought with his money, every male among the lThen they said to him,  where is Sarah 
men of Abrahanl's house, and circumcised the your wife?" 
flesh of their foreskins that very same day, as So he said, "Here, in the tent." 
God bad said to him. 24Abraham was ninety- l0And He said, "I will certainly return to you 
nine years old when he was circumcised in the according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah 
flesh of his foreskin. zsAnd Ishmael hls son your wife shall have a son.'' 
was thirteen years old when he was circum- (Sarah was listening in the tent door which 
cised in the flesh of his foreskin. 2"l~at very was behind him.) "Now Abraham and Sarah 
same day Abraham was circumcised, and his were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah 
son Ishmael; 17and all the men of his house, had passed the age of childbearing." "There- 
born in the house or bought with money from fore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "Af- 
a foreigner, were circumcised with him. ter I have grown old, shall 1 have pleasure, my 

lord being old also?" 
THE SON OF PROMISE IiAud the LORD said to Abraham, "TAThy did 

Then the LOKD appeared to him by the Sarah laugh, saving, 'Shall I surely bear a 18 terebmtii trees child, since I am old?' 
of Mamre," as he was . . 

. . .  . , ~~~ ...~~... . ~~~ ~ . . I4Is anything too hard 
sitting in the tent door Is anvthine roo hard for the LORD? At the ap- , - 
in th; heat of the day. for the LORD? pointed time I will re- 
'So he lifted his eyes G E N E S I S  1 8 : 1 4  turn to you, according 
and looked, and behold, to the time of life, and 
three men were stand- Sarah shall have a son.'' 
ing by him; and when he saw them, he ran liBut Sarah denied it, saying, "I did nor 
from the tent door to meet them, and bowed laugh,'' for she was afraid. 
himself to the ground, 3and said, "My Lord, if And He said, "No, but you did laugh!" 
i have now found favor in Your sigiit, do not 
pass on by Your servant. "Please let a little w a  18:l Z H ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  M~~~~ 78:fl aiiterally the 
ter be brought, and wash your feet, and rest manner of women had ceased to be w~th  Sarah 

That's a Laugh! ( i 8 : l  I ,  12) When she heard God's promise, Sarah laughed &$ first in disbelief. Later, she laughed with joy (21 :6). The desire to be a parent is 
I . , powerful, and Sarah had gone to great extremes to have a child. What can a 

couple do as they face what the Bible calls "barrenness"? First, they should 
pray. They can consult with a doctor and see what measures are possible (considering their 
personal feelings and their budget). They can look into other options, such as adoption. But 
ultimately, they must trust God's plan foriheir liver. Topic: Infertility 
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from the well's mouth, water the sheep, and JACOB MARRIES LEAH AND RACHEL 

put the stone back in its place on the well's ISThen Laban said to Jacob, "Because you 
mouth. arc my relative, should you rllerefore serve me 

4And Jacob said to them, "My brethren, for nothing? Tell me, what should your wages 
where are you from?" be?" I6Now Laban had two daughters: the 

And they said. "We are from Haran." name of the elder was Leah, and the name of 
5Then he said to them, "Do you know L a  the younger was Rachel. "Leah's eyes were 

ban the son of Nahor?" delic.ate, but Rachel was beautiful of form and 
And they said, "We know him." appearance. 
$0 lie said to them, "Is he well!" 18No~r Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, "I 
And they said, "He is well. And look, his will serve you seven years for Rachel your 

daughter Rachel is coming with the sheep." younger daughter." 
'Then he said, "Look, it is still high day: it is "And Laban said, " I t  is better that I give her 

not time ior the cattle to be gathered together. to you than that 1 should give her to another 
Water the sheep, and go and feed them." man. Stay with me." 'OSo Jacob served seven 

8 ~ u t  they said, "We cannot until all the years for Rachei, and they seemed only a few 
flocks are gathered together, and they have days to him because of the love he had for her. 
roiled the slone from the well's mouth; then "Then Jacob said to Laban. "Give me my 
we water the sheep." wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in 

"ow while he was still speaking with to her." 22And Laban gathered together all the 
them, Rachel came with her father's sheep, inen of the place and made a feast. Z3Now i t  
for she was a shepherdess. '"And it came to came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah 
pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of his daughter and brought her to Jacob; and he 
Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of went in to her. "And Laban gave his maid Zil- 
Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went pall to his daughter Leah as a maid. 2SSo it 
near and rolled the stone from the well's came to pass in the morning, that behold, it 
mouth, aiid watered the flock of Laban his was Leah. And he said to Laban, "U'hat is this 
mother's brother. "Then Jacob kissed Rachel, you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel 
and lifted up his voice and wept. "And Jacob that I served you! Why then have you de- 
told Rachel that he was her father's relative ceived me?" 
and that he was Rebekah's son. So she ran and 2fiAnd Laban said, "It must not be done so 
told her father. in our country, to give the younger before the 

13Then it came to pass, when Laban heard firstborn. 2'Fulfill her week, and we will give 
thc report about Jacob liis sister's son, that you this one also for the service which you 
he ran to meet him, and embraced him and will serve with me still another seven years." 
kissed him, and brought him to his house. So IRThen lacob did so and fulfilled her week. 
he told Laban all these things. I'And Laban So he gave him his daughter Rachel as wife 
said to him, "Surely you are my bone and also. 'IAnd Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his 
my flesh." And he stayed with him for a daughter Rachel as a maid. 3oThen Jacob also 
month. went in to Rachel, and he also loved Rachel 

Trying t o  Earn Love (29:32) Although Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah 
(29:30), Rachel envied her sister Leah who had children while Rachel was barren 
(30: 1). Leah thought that having children would win Jacob's love, while Rachel 
thought that not having children meant Jacob would love her less. Both women 

were wrong. 
Hannah felt the same. She struggled with her barrenness, but her husband acted wisely, 

declaring his love for her ( I  Sam. 1 :a). Couples facing infertility must not let that draw them 
apart, but instead draw closer together as they declare their love for each other. 
Topic: Infertility 
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HANNAH'S HURT 

God's blessing. By extension, therefore, barrenness was seen as a curse. 
Children were important for the continuance of the family line and family inheritance. 

Infertility still causes pain, although perhaps for different reasons. Like Hannah, women 
who are infertile often hear others' painful comments--even when people don't mean to be 
hurtful. Barrenness does not make a woman any less important in God's eyes. It is not a 
curse. Women facing infertility can pray, as Hannah did. God may answer the prayer 

heap, miraculously, as He did for Hannah, and provide a child. He may answer the prayer in other 
ways. Infertile couples should pray, being open to God's different ways of answering. 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about infertility on pages 24. 25. See also the personality 
profile of Hannah on this page. 

( I  SAMUEL 251 
Hannah loved her husband. Eikanah loved her in return, though their relationship 
was somewhat complicated by a second wife in the house--Peninnah. Hannah 

struggled to accept her husband's repeated demonstrations of affection because she was 
unable to give him children. The "fault" was hers, for her rival Peninnah seemed to  have no 
difficulty conceiving. Hannah's shame deepened under Peninnah's resentful attacks. Elkanah's 
assurances that his love for Hannah wasn't based on her fertility fell on deaf ears. Instead of 
love, she heard only reminders of her failure. 

After years of humiliation, Hannah turned to God in a special way. We don't know how 
often she prayed about her infertility, but during one trip to Shiloh she gave her problem to 
God. She made a painful vow: If God would give her a son, she would present the child back 
to God for lifelong service. Hannah made no promises about her own feelings, or threats 
about what she would do if God chose not to accept her vow. She simply gave up her part of 
a long struggle. She returned to  her husband, leaving her burden with God. 

Within months, Hannah conceived and gave birth to Samuel, and she kept her promise. 
When she returned to Shiloh, Hannah brought her toddler and presented him to  Eli for 
upbringing in the temple. He grew into a mighty man of God-a prophet, priest, and judge. 
Meanwhile. Hannah had other children. God demonstrated His faithfulness to Hannah. In her 
life. God's answer opened her womb. But the deeper, more important, healing occurred in 
her soul. She finally understood that God had heard her. Such a settled faith allowed her to 
dedicate Samuel. 

Modern medicine has made great strides in overcoming infertility, and God is still there 
hearing prayer. Hannah's example to  women remains one of hope. God knows their sorrow, 
and He remains faithful. 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about infertility on pages 24, 25. See also the key passage 
note at I Samuel 2:5 on this page. 


