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C H A R L E S  R. S W I N D O L L  The s 

(Romans 122) 
lnissi 
allow 

hinking theologically is difficult. We much prefer to live in 

I '  I# - =, "I with realities w e c a n  touch, analyze, prove, and explain. We .- - ~ A  in ou 
are  much more  comfortable with the  tactile, t h e  familiar, t h e  logic shaped deter 
by our culture. sibili i Chris 

But God offers a better way to live- of why God does what He does when He ' 
ing al 

one requiring faith that lifts us above the does it and how He chooses to do it (Rom. world 
drag and grind of our immediate little 11:33, 34). but E 
world, opens new dimensions of thought, 

GOD'S DECRETIVE WILL ~- when 
and introduces a perspective without hu- He ur 
man limitations. In order to enter this bet- The first facet of God's will is His "de- poses 
ter way, we must train ounelves to think cretive" will: His sovereign, determined, G 
theologically. This turns our focus away immutable will. This determined, decreed lows 1 
from ourselves and opens our minds to a dimension of God's will has iour qualities: cidin; 
God-centered frame of reference, where all (I) It is absolute. (2)  It is immutable, which 1 .  11:: 
things begin and end with Him. means "unchangeable." (3) It is uncondi- "your 

KNOWING GOD'S WILL tional. (4) It is always in complete harmo- to m? 
ny with His plan and His nature. In other 2 .  T: 

What is God's will and what is not God's words, the decreed will of God will be holy, remi2 
will? How can we know God's will? Is it just, good, and righteous; therefore, it will both 
common to miss God's will or is that even be best. And it will all worktoward those sure' 
possible? Can I really know that I am do- ends. 3. T,+ 
ing God's will! That I am in His will? All While we may not know the wili of 
these and more are common questions God for the future, He hasgiven us a whole 
every thoughtful believer grapples with at list of requirements that are in His will for 
one time or another in life. all believers: 

Much ofthe confusion goes back to not 
understanding God and how He  does His r Obey and honor parents (Eph. 6:1, 2). 
inscrutable work in our lives. The Chris- r Marry only another Christian (2 Cor. 
tian life is not merely a matter of getting 6:14). 
from here to there . . . from point A to point :, Support our families (1 Tim. 5:8). 
B. Instead, God's will for us in this life is % Raise our children by God's standards 
more about the journey itself. 

Our humantendencyis to focus solely % Meditate on the Scriptures (Ps. 1:2). 
on our calling-where we should go, how r Pray (1 Thess. 5:17j .  
we should get there, and what we should * Assemble for worship (Heb. 10:25j. 
do. God's concern is the process that will Proclaim Christ (Acts 1%). 
mature us and make us more like His Son. 'b Display love (1 Cor. 13). 
God is the Potter; we are the clay. Not one 
of us is qualified to grasp the first particle And the list goes on and on. Thisis the will 



of God for our lives as children of God, no Ultimately, God's Word provides all the 
matter who we are or where we live. light we will ever need on our journey 

GOD'S PERMISSIVE WILL 
through this life. It brings light to our dark- 
ened minds. It helps us thinktheologically. 

The second facet of God's will is His per- Strange and mysterious though His lead- 
missive will, which represents what God ing may seem, when we derive our under- 
allows. For example, God allowed Job to go standing from a serious investigation of the 
through suffering. God didn't cause the written Word of God, we will not be led 
suffering;He permitted it. This is where the astray. And we will continue to stand on 
whole matter of evil comes into play. And the solid rock of God's Word of truth. 
this is one of the irreconcilable difficulties All other ground is sinking sand. 
in our theology-the tension between the 
determined will of God and the respon- FURTHER MEDITATION: 

sibility of humanity. We need to make Other passages to study about the issue of 
Christ known to the whole world, know- decision making include: 
ing all the while that not everyone in the 
world will believe. God does not cause sin, * Joshua 1:8, 9 
but He does permit it. He is not pleased >Psalm 32:8 
when His creation yieldsto temptation, but * Proverbs 2:3-8; 3:5, 6; 12:15 
He uses even that to accomplish His pur- r Luke 14:28 
poses. > Galatians 5:22-26 

God's leading in our lives generally fol- = 2 Timothy 3~14-17 
lows basic principles that can help us in de- 
ciding His will for our lives. 
1. His written Word. As the psalmist said, 
"Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 
to my path" (Ps. 119:105). 
2. The prompting of the Holy Spirit. Paul 
reminds us, "It is God who works in you 
both to will and to do for His good plea- 
sure" (Phil. 213). 
3. The counsel of wise, qualified, trustwor- 
thy people. At critical moments of life, it is 
helpful to seek the counsel of seasoned in- 
dividuals. But we must choose our coun- 
selors very carefully. "Where there is no 
counsel, the people fall; but in the multi- 
tude of counselors there is safety" (Prov. 
11:14). 
4. A n  inner assurance of pence. "And let 
the peace of God rule in your hearts," Paul 
wrote (Col. 3:15). God's inner assurance of 
peace will act as an umpire in our hearts. 

To Learn More: Turn to  the key passage note on decision making at I John 5: 14 on page 1682. See also 
the personality profile of Joshua on page 296. 



=ANs~-l 1 : 3 4  - 1482 
- 

unsearchable are His judgments and His ways do not he conformed to this world, h u m  
me: 

past finding out! transformed hy the renewingof your mind, that die! Gu may prove what is that good andscep!: us. 
"For who has known the mind of the Lorn? TI- 

in ; 
Or who has becon~e His counselor?" 

SERVE GOD WITH SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
LC+? 

3s "Or who has first given ro Him 
teal 

And il shall be repaid to him?"" Tor  I say, through the grace given to me, to 
iih 

everyone who is among you, not to think of di!ig 
3Vor of Him and through Him and to Him liimself more highly than he oughr to think, 

LIVING SACRIFICES TO GOD 
I beseech you therefore. brethren, by many, are one body in Christ, and ilidividually uer 
the mercies of God, that you present - -...- 

]lour bodies a living Sacrifice. holy. acceptable 11:34 alraiah 40:13; Jeremiah 23:18 11:35 aJob 
z o d ,  whicli is your reasonable service. 2And 41:ll  - 

THE CHOICE 
(t2:1, 2) 

the mind-every attitude begins with a choice to look at the world in a certain 
way. Therefore, people can change their attitudes. I 

Believers must not be "conformed to this world," allowing the world's outlook to rule 
them, entice them, or decide their attitudes. Instead, Paul says, "Be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what Is that good and acceptable and perfect will Gs 
of God." With a transformed mind, we can allow God to help us choose to have attitudes 
that are honoring to Him. He helps us to stay positive in any situation, as we see His plan 

3 - 
/ 

unfold. F.. 
Those who struggle with negative attitudes should renew their mind and choose 

attitudes that honor and reveal God's work in their lives. God's Word is the best place to 
iz 

start. 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about attitudes on pages 1 174. 1175. See also the personal- 
ity profile of Michal on page 395. 

I 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~- - ~ -  ~ 

Living Sacrifices (I2:I. 2) The Jews had a system of sacrifices, prepared by 
God and recorded in the Law of Moses, by which their sins were forgiven. Paul 
used that picture to describe how believers should live, offering themselves to 
God as living sacrifices. Thus they could be transformed by the Holy Spirit and 

have renewed minds. This transformation and renewal helps God's people know His good, 
acceptable, and perfect will. We are promised that we can know God's will for us when 
making tough decisions. We must humbly pray and seek His guidance, knowing that He will 
answer. Topic: Decision Making 



1 J O H N  4 : l P  - 
- - - --- - 1 6 8 2  . 

perfect in love. ' W e  love Himn because He His commandments are not burdensome. "For are e: 5 

iirst loved us. whatever is born of God overcomes the world. on err!  
And this is the victory that has overcome the and k? 
world-oura faith. 5Wl~o is he who overcomes $1; 

OBEDIENCE BY FAITH .~ 
the world, but he who believes that Jesus is 

l0If someone says, "I love God," and hates ness :: 
the Son of God? GO? -: - his brother, he is a liar; for lie who does not 

love his brother whom lie has seen, how cann X.hP 71 

he love God whom he has not seen? 2'And this THE CERTA~NTY OF GOD'S WITNESS ness :- 

commandment we have from Him: that he Th i s  is He who came by water and hlood- liar i i  
1ie1.-Z - 

who loves God must love his brother also. Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water c- 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears wit- Son. 

Him who begot also loves him who is begot- three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, 
ten of Him. ZBy this we know that we love the rhe Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three 

1 3  &=: 
children of God, when we love God and keep T, . 

lieye :: His conimandments. 3For this is the love of 4:qg aNU.Text omits ~ i ~ .  4:20 aNU.iext reads he me!: ? God, that we keep His commandmenis. And cannot. 5:4 aM-TeM reads your. 
yoi: r : 
sol! :: 

c o \ r  . . .-Ir 
Without  a Doubt  (5:13/ Christians need have no doubts about their faith. ~ i r -  
Those who believe in the name of the Son of God can know that they have 1 s  - 
eternal life. Other religions offer merely the hope of eternal lif+if one has been hez-5 . 

good enough, done more good deeds than bad, or has sacrificed enough for h i  .= - 
-. 

others. Christians, however, can know for sure that they will be with Christ forever in .-- .~ - .~ 

heaven. We may face doubts, difficulties, and times of spiritual dryness, but through it ail, we u,h2:? 
can know that we have eternal life, now and forever. Topic: Belief 

MAKING CHOICES 
(5:14) 

0.- 

k 
God promises eternal life t o  those who believe. He also promises a continuing 
relationship with His people, "If we ask anything according t o  His will. He hears - 

ers have the ultimate Guide t o  walk them through life, helping them make right 

How can believers know God's will as they make decisions? First. they should consider 
whether they truly want t o  know what God wants and if they truly want t o  follow His 
leadership. Then they should pray and study God's words for guidance. The Holy Spirit will 
help them interpret what God is doing in and around them in the decision-making process. 
Believers learn how to  seek God's will, asking not what they want, but what He wants for 
them. When the answer comes, believers know it and can act upon it. 

Whatever decisions we face--large or small-God will guide us. We need only ask Him, 
truly seeking His will, and He will answer. 

To Learn More: Turn to the anicle about decision making on pages 1484, 1485. See also the 
personality profile of Joshua on page 296. 
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therefore he continued to bless you. So I deliv- gods which your fathers served on the other .--. -.... 

-. -. L - 3  

1 
~~~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~ . ~ ~. , .,... ~ .... ~ ,.~. ~ - .., ~~ 

the Canaanites, the Hit- .~ . .., :' S e F d s  m y o u r  fa- 
tires, the Girgashites, "Choose for yourseives this day thers served that were 

whom you wiil serve.. . . -=:~ - 
the Hivites, and; he Jeb- on the olher side of the , 

But as for me and my house. --- 
~si tes. But I delivered River, or the gods of the . :- 

2.~- - . 
. . 

we wiil serve the LORD." .-- - -  
them into ~ o u r  hand. 121 Amorites. i n  whose land --- -~ 

~ ~ ..- 
sent the hornet before ~ O S H U A  2 4 : 1 5  you dweli. But as for me --. -. .. ::I . 

. - 
you which drove them and my hobse, we will 

-~. 7 

--- - 
oltt f r n r  hein1.e x m ~ r  Grve the 1 OR" " ,= . P _ ~  .. ,-.., -. . - . . .- .- . .. 
also the two kings of the Amorites, but not ' 30  the people answered and said: "Far be -5: l 

with vour sword or with vour bow. '?I have i t  from us that we should forsake the 1.0~1, to :?SS+~ , 
..- .-: 

given you a laud lor which you did not labor, serve other gods; I7for the LORD our God is He -- - -  .-- - 
and cities which you did not build, and you who brought us and our fathers up out of the :.1 .. ~-.- - 
dwell i n  them; you eat o i  the vineyards and ol- land of Egypt, i r on  the house of bondage, ~. . ?  . --- 
ive groves which you did not plant: who did those great signs i n  our sight, and - r 

. .~. 
'4"Nonr therefore, fear the LORD. serve Him oresened us in all the wav that we went and - - 

in sinceriry and in  truth, and put away the among all the people through whom we - -..- ~- --:.I 
~. - .-- 
. - 

- 7 -  

THE GODLY DECISION .~ . -. ~ : 

MAKING OF JOSHUA 
. . 

(JOSHUA 2414, 15) . - 8 

Joshua was the successor of Moses, training under his leadership and watching his 
example for many years. Born in Egypt under slavery, Joshua witnessed the 

miracles of deliverance. Moses and Joshua shared an unquenchable faith in God. They 
sojourned together in the wilderness for decades, set their sights together on the land of 27- 
Canaan, and served the Israelite people with grace and justice. And, although Moses led the = - 
people out of Egypt, Joshua led them into the Promised Land. - - 

Joshua acknowledged God in his decision making. Although God's battle plan for Jericho 

4& probably sounded unmilitary to the soldier in Joshua, he followed the instructions precisely. 
He sought God's direction and obeyed it even when it didn't match his own hunches. He I 
practiced the priceless lesson that God does not offer guidance as an optional suggestion. "7 
God's ways are the way. -.a 

Even with extensive victories behind him, Joshua still faced constant challenges in ~ ‘ 1  

godly decision making. Great faith was needed to live in Palestine and remain true to the 
God of Abraham. The Canaanites believed in numerous nature gods and wonhiped many - 
idols. The Israelites were constantly tempted to yield to the prevailing pagan rites. Joshua 
demonstrated a finely honed resistance to these temptations and often delivered sharp 
exhortations against pagan idolatry. Joshua made the decision to remain faithful. "As for me 
and my house, we wiil serve the LORD" became a puwerful statement of his allegiance to 
God (Josh. 24:lS). Today, when siren calls to pleasure, power, and riches are all around us, 
we need to decide to follow and honor God deliberately--and we need to repeat that 
decision every day. 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about decision making on pages 1484. 1485. See also the 
key passage note at I John 5: 14 on page 1682. 
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